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(54) Thermosetting powder paint composition 

(57) A thermosetting powder paint composition for 
top coating excellent in weather resistance and storage 
stability, which comprising 100 parts by weight of an 
acrylic copolymer (A) having an epoxy group, and 0.01 
to 2.0 parts by weight of an organic modified polysi- 
loxane (B) containing at least one functional group, at 
least two silicon atoms and no radical-polymerizable 
unsaturated bond wherein the component (B) is con- 
tained in the condition that a part or all thereof has 
reacted and bonded with the component (A) or the com- 
ponent (C), or all thereof has not reacted with them. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION: 
f 1 Field of the Invention: 

[0001] The present invention relates to a thermosetting powder paint composition, and more particularly, a thermo- 
setting powder paint composition which can form a baked coating film having excellent external characteristics (eg. 
smoothness), physical properties (eg. mar resistance and recoating property), weather resistance, ultraviolet ray resist - 
j o ance. and chemical properties (eg. acid rain resistance and solvent resistance), and has excellent storage stability. 

2. Description of the Related Art: 

[0002] Powder paints have a lot of merits such as low risk of fire and poison and high workability, as compared with 
7 5 a solvent paint, and application field thereof has been recently enlarged. Among them, a thermosetting acrylic resin is 
regarded as promising from the viewpoints of gloss, weather resistance, chemical resistance and mechanical strength, 
and various investigations have been made for developing a thermosetting acrylic resin for a powder paint. As a con- 
ventional powder paint composition containing a thermosetting acrylic resin, there is generally used a composition pre- 
pared by compounding a thermosetting agent into an acrylic resin having a molecular weight of 1 ,000 to 30,000 which 
so is a copolymer of an alkyl ester of acrylic acid or methacrylic acid with a glycidyl ester of acrylic acid or methacrylic acid 
(for example, DE-A Nos. 2,057,577 and 2,014,914). However, a coating film formed from this composition does not 
have satisfactory smoothness, strength, chemical resistance and metal adherence. 

[0003] There are also suggested a composition which provides a coating film having improved smoothness, prepared 
by compounding a cellulose derivative into a composition composed of an acrylic resin and a curing agent (for example, 

25 Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open (JP-A) No. 48-7,943), and a composition which provides a coating film having 
improved chemical resistance and adherence, prepared by compounding a polyvalent epoxy resin into a composition 
composed of an acrylic resin and a curing agent (for example, JP-A No. 48-17,844). However, coating films formed from 
powder compositions composed of these compositions do not satisfy in the point of strength. 
[0004] Regarding the solvent paint, for example. JP-A No. 61-151 ,272 discloses a paint having high weather resist- 

30 ance which contains as a main resin component a graft polymer prepared by radical copolymerization of (A) a radical 
polymerizable compound mainly composed of a (meth)acrylate, (B) a radical-polymerizable silicone macro monomer, 
and (C) a cross- linkable monomer having a non- radical-polymerizable reactive functional group. However, since the sil- 
icone macro monomer of this paint is used in the graft polymer in high concentration (10 to 30% by weight), a coating 
film formed from this paint is poor in clear brilliance and recoating property while it is excellent in weather resistance 

35 and solvent resistance. Further, this paint having high weather resistance is a solvent type paint as is apparent from the 
formulation of a resin, curing agent and the like and simultaneously from the descriptions of examples. A solvent paint 
is not preferable in the viewpoints of atmosphere protection and resources saving as described below. 
[0005] Recently, there are serious environmental problems such as air pollution, earth warming, acid rain and the like. 
Particularly, in the technical field of a paint, there occurs an air pollution problem when organic solvents generated in 

4C large amount in a painting process or a baking process are discharged into atmosphere, viewed from the standpoint of 
producers. On the other hand, there occurs a problem of the durability of a coating film when painted products are 
exposed to weather circumstances (eg. rain, snow, mist and smog), soil, sewage and the like which has been remark- 
ably acidified, viewed from the standpoint of consumers. Further, when a solvent paint is used, an apparatus for closing 
system preventing leakage of organic solvents into atmosphere is required, therefore, the solvent paint is disadvanta- 

45 geous as compared with a powder paint which does not require such a large apparatus. Therefore, it is very effective 
to use a powder paint rather than a solvent paint from view points of environmental protection and resources saving, 
and transition from a solvent paint to a powder paint is tendency of the times. 

[0006] However, in spite of increased demand for a powder paint due to such background, known powder paint tech- 
nologies are problematical since a coating film formed by thermal setting is inferior in external characteristics (eg. 
so smoothness and clear brilliance), physical properties (eg. impact resistance, adherence, mar resistance and recoating 
property), weather resistance, ultraviolet ray resistance, and chemical properties (eg. acid rain resistance and solvent 
resistance), as compared with those in solvent paint technologies. Among these problems, acid rain resistance, solvent 
resistance and mar resistance are particularly problematical. 

[0007] Regarding the powder paint technology, there is known a technology in which a thermosetting powder paint 
55 containing as a resin component an acrylic polymer having a glycidyl group and a dicarboxylic acid or polyvalent car- 
boxylic anhydride as a curing agent is coated on a substrate (grounding), then cured thermally to form a coating film on 
the substrate (grounding), as disclosed, for example, also in USP Nos. 3,845,016 (Labana et at.) and 3,919.347 and 
JP-A No. 5-112,743, and the like. However, a cured coating film obtained by these technologies is inferior particularly 
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in acid ^ain resistance, solvent resistance and mar resistance though it is excellent in external characteristics (smooth- 
ness). 

[0008] For the purpose of solving the above-described problems of the known technologies, there has been made 
progress in investigation and development of another improving technology in which the surface of a coating film is 
5 modified by introducing a silicone compound having reactive functional groups such as a silanol group and alkoxysilyl 
group into a resin component of a powder paint composition, as disclosed, for exampie, in US-P No. 4,377 837 (Reisin 
et al.). However.~:his powder paint composition is remarkably inferior in storage stability of a paini since a silanof group 
and an alkoxysilyl grouo having high reactivity exist in the silicone compound. 

[0009] Further, Japanese Patent Application Publication (JP-3) No. 3-43.31 1 discloses a powder paint composition 
<o composed of a vinyl copolymer of a glyctdyl group-containing vinyl monomer, a silicon-containing vinyl-based monomer 
and the other monomers, and an aliphatic divalent acid. The silicon-containing vinyl monomer used in this composition 
is a compound which has a functional group (eg. an alkoxysilyl group) having high reactivity in addition to a vinyi-polynv 
erizable unsaturated double bond, and has only one silicon atom in one molecule. A coating film obtained from this pow- 
der paint composition gives poor storage stability of a paint and poor acid rain resistance and solvent resistance of the 
i5 coating film while gives excellent smoothness of the coating film, since the silicon-containing vinyl monomer has a func- 
tional group having high reactivity other than a unsaturated double bond, and the content of silicon per one molecule is 
low. 

[0010] JP-A No. 09-505,847 discloses a technology regarding a powder paint suitable for painting a car body, wherein 
a specific epoxide group-containing polyacrylate resin is used as a binder. This powder paint is formed by using as a 
20 binder an epoxide group-containing polyacrylate resin obtained by polymerizing the following components (a) to (d). 

(a) 10 to 50% by weight of an ethylene-based unsaturated monomer containing at least one epoxide group in the 
molecule or a mixture thereof. 

(b) 5 to 84.99% by weight of an aliphatic or alicyclic ester of (meth)acrylic acid or a mixture thereof, 

25 (c) 0.01 to 4.99% by weight of an ethylene-based unsaturated compound having statistically at least one polymer- 
izable ethylene-based unsaturated group and at least two structural units represented by the general formula (- 
SiR 1 R £ -0-) [FT and R 2 are the same or different and represents a C1 to C8 aliphatic or alicyclic group or a option- 
ally substituted phenyl group] per one molecule, and 

(d) 5 to 84.99% by weight of an ethylene-based unsaturated monomer other than a, b and c, or a mixture thereof. 

20 

[0011] In the technology regarding a powder paint disclosed in JP-A NO. 09-505,847. it is a characteristic that an 
epoxide group-containing polyacrylate resin modified by copolymerizing an ethylenically unsaturated polysiloxane 
macro monomer with other vinyl monomer is produced as a resin-forming component constituting a powder paint com- 
position. 

.-5 [0012] In this technology, it is essential to use an ethylenically unsaturated polysiloxane macro monomer, and there 
is a disclosure that it is used when 

(1) a based paint colored is applied on the surface of a substrate. 

(2) a polymer coating film is formed from the paint applied in the step (1). 

4C (3) a transparent powder paint containing as a binder en epoxide group-containing polyacrylate resin is applied on 
the base coating film thus obtained, and subsequently 
(4) the base coating film is baked together with the transparent powder paint, 

for producing a two-layer coating film on the surface of a substrate using this powder paint. In this technology, though 
45 adherence between the base coat and the top coat when the powder paint is baked on onto the base coating film is 
excellent, re-coating property between top (clear) coats, namely relative adherence obtained when the powder paint is 
painted and baked, and the powder paint is further painted and baked on the resulted baked coating film is not neces- 
sarily excellent. 

[0013] JP-B No. 3-45,111 discloses a thermosetting resin composition containing as essential components (A) 100 
5c parts by weight of a thermosetting resin and (B) 0.01 to 10 parts by weight of a glycidyl group-containing silicone-based 
additive having a number average molecular weight of 150 or more having no vinyl-polymerizable unsaturated bond. 
[0014] JP-B No. 4-70.331 discloses a method for producing a thermosetting resin for a powder paint, modified by a 
silicon-containing compound, wherein a thermosetting resin selected from a polyester, epoxy resin and vinyl polymer or 
a resin-forming component thereof is allowed to react with the silicon compound having no vinyl-polymerizable unsatu- 
55 rated bond in an amount from 0.01 to 30% based on the weight of the resin or resin-forming component. 

[0015] In the technologies disclosed in JP-B Nos. 3-45.1 11 and 4-70.331, the storage stability (solid-phase reaction 
resistance) of the paint has been poor since a silane-based compound having high reactivity is used in the molecule of 
the silicon-containing compound though the appearance (smoothness) of the coating film is excellent, and improvement 
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in acid resistance and mar resistance of the coating film has been insufficient since the content of silicon occupy.nq one 
molecule is low. K/ y 

[001 6] JP-A 9-241 .538 discloses a powder paint containing a silicone/acryl-graft copolymer as a main component in 
which an organopolysiloxane and an acrylic polymer are bonded in the form of a graft or block, wherein the side chain 
of the acrylic polymer in the copolymer contains one or more groups selected from an epoxy group, hydroxyl group and 
carboxyl group, and the glass transition temperature is 45°C or more. 
[001 7] This technology discloses the following points. 

(1) a radical-polymerizable polysiloxane or an organopolysiloxane having a SH group in the molecule is selected 
as the organopolysiloxane, and the copolymer in the form of a graft or block is used. 

(2) The amount used of the organopolysiloxane used is at least 5% by weight in the copolymer. 

[0018] However, if an organopolysiloxane compound is used in the amount used as disclosed in this technology the 
transparency and clear brilliance of a coating film in the case of clear coat becomes low, and the adherence of the coat- 
ing film with a base-coat film and re-coating property between the top coats are poor. 

[0019] EP-A No. 275,051 discloses a powder paint containing a polyacrylate resin produced by polymerizing as a 
binder an ethylene-based unsaturated monomer in the presence of a silicone resin. However, a large amount of the sil- 
icone resin herein described causes decrease in transparency and clear brilliance in the case of clear coat decrease 
in adherence with a coating film and re-coating property between top coats. 

[0020] When the above-described various problems are summarized, the conventional technologies regarding ther- 
mosetting powder paint compositions containing a silicone compound had any of the following problems (i) to (iv). 

(i) When a silicone compound is used in large amount in producing a paint composition or a resin component the 
transparency and clear brilliance of a coating film in the case of clear coat, and the adherence of the coating film 
with an under coating film and the recoating property between top coating films are poor. An apparatus used for 
producing a paint composition and a resin composition is remarkably stained with a large amount of a silicone com- 
pound. Furthermore, the silicone compound which is remained in the apparatus gives bad effects to the other paint 
compositions and resin components, especially, it may reduce the appearance of the paint film. 

(ii) A coating film tends to be repelled of rejected on a substrate (grounding) in producing the coating film to form 
an incomplete coating. 

(iii) It is difficult to manifest simultaneously excellent properties regarding the properties of a coating film such as 
external characteristics, physical properties, weather resistance, ultraviolet ray resistance and chemical properties 

(iv) The storage stability of a paint composition is poor. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0021 ] An object of the present invention is to solve the above-described problems (i) to (iv) in the conventional pow- 
der paint technologies. Specifically, the object of the present invention is to provide a thermosetting powder paint com- 
position for top coating which results in the following advantages: 

(i) Compatibility in preparing a paint composition is improeed, and pollution in production is prevented. 

(ii) The complete coating ability of a coating film on a substrate (grounding) is improved. 

(iii) Excellent properties are simultaneously manifested regarding the properties of a coating film such as external 
characteristics (eg. smoothness and clear brilliance), physical properties (eg. mar resistance and recoating prop- 
erty), weather resistance, ultraviolet ray resistance, and chemical properties (eg. acid rain resistance and solvent 
resistance) of a coating film formed by thermosetting, and particularly, acid rains resistance, recoating property, sol- 
vent resistance and mar resistance are remarkably improved, and 

(iv) The storage stability of a paint composition is improved. 

[0022] The above-described object is accomplished by a thermosetting powder paint composition for top coating com- 
prising: y 

100 parts by weight of an acrylic copolymer (A) obtained by polymerization in a reaction system containing a mon- 
omer (al) having at least one radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond and at least one epoxy group in one mole- 
cule and a monomer (a2) having at least one radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond and no epoxy group in one 
molecule, and 

0.01 to 2.0 parts by weight of an organic modified polysiloxane (B) having at least one functional group, at least two 
silicon atoms, and no radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond in one molecule. 
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wherein the component (B) is contained in the condition that a part or ail thereof has reacted and bonded with the 
component (A) or all thereof has not reacted with the component (A). 

[0023] In contrast the with conventional technologies, the thermosetting powder paint composition of the present 
invention comprise as a polysiloxane compound, an organic modified polysiloxane (B) having a functional group but no 
radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond, furthermore having at least two silicon atoms in one molecule, in the specific 
small amount. 

[0024] By using the organic modified polysiloxane (3) having the specific structure in the specific small amount, the 
organic modified polysiloxane (B) can be uniformly cross-linked and kept in the whoie cured coating film. As the result, 
there are obtained a cured coating film excellent in properties and the storage stability of a paint is not lost. 
[0025] Before the coating film is cured, that is, when it is in the state of thermosetting powder paint composition, the 
organic modified polysiloxane (B) having the specific structure can be contained in the condition that all thereof has not 
reacted with the other components. Alternatively, the organic modified polysiloxane (3) can be contained in the condi- 
tion that a part or all thereof has reacted and bonded with a resin component or the other components. Therefore, the 
amount of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) specified in the present invention, which is 0.01 to 2.0 parts by weight, 
includes the amount of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) bonding with them. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[Acrylic copolymer (A)] 

[0026] The acrylic copolymer (A) used in the present invention is a copolymer obtained by polymerization in a reaction 
system containing a monomer (a1) having at least one radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond and at least one epoxy 
group in one molecule and a monomer (a2) having at least one radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond and no epoxy 
group in one molecule. 

[Monomer (al)] 

[0027] The monomer (al) is not particularly restricted providing it is a monomer having at least one radical-polymer- 
izable unsaturated bond and at least one epoxy group in one molecule. The epoxy group in the monomer (al) remains 
even after formation of the acrylic copolymer (A), and effects crosslinking reaction with the functional group in the curing 
agent (C) to contribute to curing of a coating film. 

[0028] Specific examples of the monomer (a1 ) include glycidyl (meth)acrylate. p-methylglycidyt (meth)acrylate. N-gly- 
cidyl (meth)acrylic acid amide, allylglycidyl ether, vinylsulfonic glycidyl. 3,4-epoxycyclohexyl (meth)acrytate, 4-hydroxy- 
butyl (meth)acrylate glycidyl ether. Among them, glycidyl (meth)acrylate is preferable, and glycidyl methacrylate is more 
preferable. They may be used alone or in combination of two or more. 

[Monomer (a2)] 

[0029] The mononer (a2) is not particularly restricted providing it is a monomer having at least one radical-polymer- 
izable unsaturated bond and no epoxy group in one molecule. In general, it is preferable not to have such kind of reac- 
tive functional group as contributing to curing of a coating film by effecting crosslinking reaction with the reactive 
functional group in the curing agent (C). 

[0030] Examples of the monomer (a2) include carboxylic acids, acid anhydride, carboxylates. unsaturated hydrocar- 
bons, aromatic vinyl hydrocarbons, nitriles. amides, provided that they have a radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond. 
Among them, carboxylates having a unsaturated double bond are preferred. 

[0031] Specific examples of such a monomer (a2) include (meth)acrylic acid derivatives such as methyl (meth)acr- 
ylate, ethyl (meth)acrylate, n-propyl (meth)acrylate. isopropyl (meth)acrylate. n-butyl (meth)acrylate, isobutyl (meth)acr- 
ylate. hexyl (meth)acrylate. cyclohexyl (meht)acrylate. 2-ethylhexyl (meth)acrylate. octyl (meth)acrylate. 2-ethyloctyl 
(meth)acrylate, dodecyl (meth)acrylate, stearyl (meth)acrylate. benzyl (meth)acrylate. phenyl (meth)acrylate, dimethyl- 
amino (meth)acrylate, isobornyl (meth)acrylate, tricyclodecanyl and (meth)acrytate; and esters of dicarboxylic acids 
such as mateic acid, fumaric acid and itaconic acid; amides such as (meth)acrylamide; a.p-unsaturated carboxylic 
acids or anhydrides thereof such as (meth)acrylic acid, maieic acid and maleic anhydride. They may be used alone or 
in combination of two or more. 

[0032] Specific examples of the monomer (a2) include ethylenically unsaturated monomers, that are, aromatic vinyl 
hydrocarbons such as styrene, u-methylstyrene and vinyltoluene; halogenated ethylene- based unsaturated monomers 
such as vinyl chloride, vinylidene chloride, vinyl fluoride and monochlorotrifluoroethylene; nitriles such as (meth)acrylo- 
nitrile; aliphatic vinyl esters such as vinyl acetate; a-olef ins such as ethylene, propylene and a-olefin having 4 to 20 car- 
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bon atoms: aikyl vinyl ether such as lauryl vinyl ether; and the tike. They may be used alone or in combination of two or 
more. 

[0033] The amounts used of the monomer (al ) and (a2) are preferably 1 5 to 60 parts by weight for the monomer (a 1 ) 
and 40 to 85 pans by weight for the monomer (a2), more preferably 20 to 55 parts by weight for the monomer (al ) and 
5 45 to 80 parts by weight for the monomer (a2). based on 100 parts by weight of the total weight of the monomer (al ) 
and the monomer (a2). Use of the monomer (al ) in the above-described specific amount (preferably 1 5 parts by weight, 
more preferably 20 parts by weight) or more gives more excellent results particularly in the acid ram resistance, mar 
resistance and solvent resistance of the resulted coating film. On the other hand, use of the monomer (al) in the above- 
described specific amount (preferably 50 parts by weight, more preferably 55 parts by weight) or less gives more excel- 
lent results in the smoothness, clear brilliance of the resulted coating film and the storage stability of the paint compo- 
sition. 

[0034] It is preferable that 39 to 55 parts by weight of portion of 45 to 80 parts by weight of the monomer (a2) is com- 
posed of a (meth)acrylate having an alkyl group and/or cyclohexyl group having 1 to 12 carbon atoms. Use of such a 
(meth)acrylate in amount in the above-described range gives more excellent results in the points of hardness and 

'5 weather resistance of a coating film. 

[0035] When styrene is used as a part of the monomer (a2). the amount thereof is preferably from 1 to 30 parts by 
weight, and more preferably from 1 0 to 20 parts by weight, based on 1 00 parts by weight of the total weight of the mon- 
omer (al) and the monomer (a2). In this case, the amount of the whole monomer (a2) is preferably from 40 to 85 parts 
by weight, more preferably from 50 to 80 parts by weight The merit of use of styrene as a part of the monomer (a2) is 

20 that excellent gloss and smoothness can be further imparted to a coating film. Further, use of styrene in the above 
described specific amount (desirably 30 parts by weight, preferably 20 parts by weight) or less gives more excellent 
results in prevention of yellowing and weather resistance of the resulted coating film. 

[0036] Further in general, when conjugated dienes such as butadiene, nitriles such as acrylonitrile, or amides such 
as acrylamide are used as the monomer (a2) in a small amount, no problem occur in the points of coloration and 

25 weather resistance of a coating film. When a monomer having a group (eg. a carboxyl group, acid anhydride group and 
amino group) in the molecule which can react with an epoxy group is used in a small amount, no problem occur in the 
point of gelling in producing the acrylic copolymer component (A). Therefore, it is rather preferable that these monomers 
are used in a small amount [for example, 5 parts by weight or less based on the total weight of the monomer (a1) and 
the monomer (a2)] are used together with the other monomers (a2). 

3c [0037] The acrylic copolymer (A) is preferably controlled so that the glass transition temperature (Tg) thereof is in the 
range from 30 to 100°C. Use of the acrylic copolymer (A) having a Tg of 30°C or more usually gives more excellent 
results in the storage stability of a paint composition. On the other hand, used of the acrylic copolymer (A) having a Tg 
of 100°C or less usually prevents lowering of flowability in heating and gives excellent results in external characteristics 
such as smoothness of the resulted coating film and the like derived from the prevention. 

35 [0038] Tg of the acrylic copolymer (A) can be calculated according to the formula of Fox. The formula of Fox is used 
for calculating Tg of a copolymer based on Tg of homopolymers of monomers constituting the copolymer, and the detail 
thereof is described in Bulletin of the American Physical Society. Series 2, vol 1 . No. 3. p. 123 (1956). 
[0039] As Tg of various ethylenically unsaturated monomers which are a base for evaluating Tg of a copolymer 
according to the formula of Fox, values described in, for example, Shinkoubunshi Bunko, vol 7, Toryoyou Goseijushi 

40 Nyumon (Kyozo Kitaoka edit., Kobunshi Kankokai, Kyoto, 1974), pp. 168 to 169. tables 10-2 (Toroyo Akurirujushino 
Omona Genryotanryotai) can be adopted. 

[0040] All of the descriptions should be a part of disclosure of the present specification since the literature and the 
scopes thereof are clearly cited. An ordinary skilled person can directly introduce the descriptions as a certain meaning 
from disclosure of the present specification with referring the scopes of the literature that are clearly cited. 

45 [0041] The number average molecular weight (Mn) of the acrylic copolymer (A) is preferably. from 1,000 to 10.000, 
and more preferably from 1,500 to 4,000. Use of the acrylic copolymer (A) having Mn of the above-described specific 
value (preferably 1,000, more preferably 1.500) or more gives more excellent results in the storage stability of a paint 
composition. On the other hand, use of the acrylic copolymer (A) having Mn of the above-described specific value (pref- 
erably 10,000. more preferably 4,000) or less gives more excellent results in external properties such as smoothness 

so of the resulted coating film. For example, Mn of this acrylic copolymer (A) can be measured by GPC using styrene as 
a standard. 

[0042] The acrylic copolymer (A) can be prepared by radical polymerization methods such as a solution polymeriza- 
tion method, emulsion polymerization method, suspension polymerization method and bulk polymerization method. 
Particularly, a solution polymerization is suitable. 
55 [0043] As methods for controlling the molecular weight of the acrylic copolymer (A), there can be used means such 
as polymerization in the presence of a chain transfer agent of mercaptans such as dodecylmercaptan, disulfides such 
as dibenzoylsutfide. alkylesters having 1 to 18 carbon atoms of thioglycolic acid such as 2-ethylhexyl thioglycolate, hal- 
ogenated hydrocarbons such as carbon tetrabromide; and an organic solvent having high chain transfer effect such as 
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isopropyl alcohol isopropyibenzene and toluene. 

[0044] In the present invention, it is possible to use an organic modified polysiloxane-containing acrylic copolymer in 
which the organic modified polysiloxane (B) is previously dispersed in the acrylic copolymer (A), that is produced by 
adding the organic modified polysiloxane (B) into a reaction system for preparing the acrylic copolymer (A). For produc- 
ing the organic modified polysiloxane-containing acrylic copolymer component, for example, the following methods are 
exemplified: 

(1) The organic modified polysiloxane (B) is previously dissolved in a monomer component, and bulk polymeriza- 
tion or solution polymerization is conducted. In the case of a solution polymerization, an organic solvent is recoved 
after the polymerization; 

(2) After conducting the solution polymerization using an organic solvent the organic modified polysiloxane (B) is 
added and uniformly dispersed in the solution, then, the organic solvent is removed; and the like. For example, in 

' adding the organic modified polysiloxane (B) having a reactive functional group which can react with an epoxy 
group carried by the acrylic copolymer (A), it is necessary to appropriately select the reactive functional group, the 
amount of the functional group, the molecular weight and the like of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) so as not 
to generate a gelled substance which is not preferable for the production process. 

[Organic modified polysiloxane (B)] 

[0045] The organic modified polysiloxane (B) is not particularly restricted providing it is an organic modified polysi- 
loxane having at least one functional group, at least two silicon atoms and no radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond 
in the molecule. Concretely, the functional group has reactivity to the acrylic copolymer (A) or the curing agent (C). 
[0046] The organic modified polysiloxane (B) is preferably at least one compound represented by any of the following £ 
general formulae (I), (II). (Ill) and (IV): 



25 



R3 

Xl-Rl-S i- 
I 

R4 



o-s 




wherein the formula (I). X 1 and X 2 are a group represented by any of the following general formulae (a) to (f) 



-Ra-CH-CH2 (a) 

\ / 

o 




-Rc-COOH (c) 



55 



-Rd-OH 
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-Re— NH2 
-Rf 

■H 



(e) 
(f) 
(g) 



wherein formulae (a) to (f), Ra. Rb, Rc. Rd and Re represent a direct bond, aikylene group having 1 to 8 carbon 
atoms, phenylene group, alkyiene group derivative, phenylene group derivative, or hydrocarbon group having an ether 
bond and/or ester bond, and Rf represents an alkyl group having ^ to 8 carbon atoms, phenyl group or derivative 
thereof, 

R 3 aPd q 2 represent a direct bond ' a,k y ,er, e 9 r °up having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenylene group or derivative thereof, 
R to R represent an alkyl group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenyl group or derivative thereof, and n1 represents a 
number from 1 to 1,500, 



RlO 

I 

R 9 -S i- 
I 



o-s 




wherein the formula (II). X 3 is a group represented by any of the above-described general formulae (a) to (e). R 9 to R 15 
represent an alkyl group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenyl group or derivative thereof, R 16 represents a direct bond, 
aikylene group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenylene group, alkyiene group derivative, phenylene group derivative, or 
hydrocarbon group having an ether bond and/or ester bond, and n2 represents a number from 1 to 1 .500. 



Rl8 



R 17 -S i -O-S i — O 



R19 



R20 



R21 



xl 



R22 



R 26 

I 



R23 



Si-O— Si-R25 (HI) 



R24 



yi 



wherein the formula (III), X* is a group represented by any of the above-described general formulae (a) to (e), R 17 to 
R 25 represent an alkyl group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenyl group or derivative thereof, R 2S represents a direct 
bond, aikylene group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenylene group, aikylene group derivative, phenylene group deriv- 
ative, or hydrocarbon group having an ether bond and/or ester bond, xl represent a number from i to 1,300. and yi 
represents a number from 1 to 200, 
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R30 



X 5-r27_ s j _o_- s i -O 



R 31 



R32 



R33 



x2 L 



R 34 



R 29 

I 



R35 



S i -O S i -R28-X& (IV) 



R 36 



J y2 



wherein the formula (IV). X 5 , X 5 and X 7 are a group represented by any of the above-described general formulae (a) to 
(e), R 3C to R 35 represent an alkyl group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenyl group or derivative thereof, R 2 ' to R' 5 rep- 
resent a direct bond, alkylene group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenylene group, alkylene group derivative, phenylene 
group derivative, or hydrocarbon group having an ether bond and/or ester bond, x2 represent a number from l to l ,300, 
and y2 represents a number from 1 to 200. 

[0047] Further concretely, the organic modified polysiloxane (B) is preferably a compound represented by any of the 
following general formulae (V) to (XXVIII): 
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CH 3 
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wherein the formulae (V) to (XXVIII), R each independently represents a direct bond, alkylene group having 1 to 20 car- 
bon atoms, phenylene group, alkylene group derivative, phenyiene group derivative, or hydrocarbon group having an 
ether bond and/or ester bond, n each independently represents a number from 1 to 1 .500, x each independently repre- 
sents a number from 1 to 1,300, and y each independently represents a number from 1 to 200. 
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[0048] R 3 to R 3 in the general formula (I), R 5 to R 15 in the general formula (II), R 17 to R 25 in the general formula (III) 
and R 30 to R 35 in the general formula (IV) are hydrocarbon groups including an alkyi group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, 
phenyl group and derivative thereof. Among them, a phenyl group and methyl group are preferred, and a methyl group 
is more preferred. 

[0049] The ranges of repeating unit (nl, n2, xl+y1, x2+y2) in the general formulae (I) to (IV) are as defined in the 
formulae. The lower limit of the ranges are preferably 10. more preferably 100. most preferably 500. 
[0050] the organic modified polysiloxane represented by any of the general formulae (V) to (XII) has. preferably, an 
epoxy equivalent from 200 to 5,000. The organic modified polysiloxane represented by any of the genera! formulae 
(Xill) to (XVI) has, preferably, a carboxyl equivalent from 500 to 5,000. The organic modified polysiloxane which is mod- 
ified represented by any of the general formulae (XVII) to (XX) has. preferably, a -OH equivalent from 1,000 to 5.000. 
The organic modified polysiloxane represented by any of the general formulae (XX!) to (XXVIII) has, preferably, a -NH 2 
equivalent from 500 to 10.000. 

[0051] As commercially available products of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) represented by the general for- 
mula (I), examples thereof in which X 1 and X 2 are a group represented by the genera! formula (a) include both terminals 
epoxy modified dimethylpolysiloxanes such as BY16-855, BY16-855B (above-described marks are trade names, man- 
ufactured by Dow Corning Toray Silicone Co., Ltd.). KF-105. X-22-163A, X-22-163B, X-22-163C (above-described 
marks are trade names, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemcal Co., Ltd.). 

[0052] Examples the organic modified polysiloxane (B) in which X 1 and X 2 are a group represented by the general 
formula (b) include both terminals alicyclic epoxy modified dimethylpolysiloxanes such as X-22-159AS. X-22-169B 
(above-described marks are trace names, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.). 

[0053] Examples the organic modified polysiloxane (B) in which X 1 and X 2 are a group represented by the general 
formula (c) include both terminals carboxyl modified dimethylpolysiloxanes such as BY1 5-750 (trade name, manufac- . 
tured by Dow Corning Toray Silicone Co., Ltd.), X-22-152A, X-22-162C (above-described marks are trade names, man- ■ 
ufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.), and the like. 

[0054] Examples the organic modified polysiloxane (B) in which X 1 and X 2 are a group represented by the general 
formula (d) include both terminals phenol modified dimethylpolysiloxanes such as BYi6-752(trade name, manufactured 
by Dow Corning Toray Silicone Co., Ltd.), X-22-169B (trade name, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.). 
[0055] Examples the organic modified polysiloxane (B) in which X 1 and X 2 are a group represented by the general 
formula (e) include both terminals amino modified dimethylpolysiloxanes such as BY16-853, BYl6-853B(above- 
described marks are trade names, manufactured by Dow Corning Toray Silicone Co.. Ltd.), X-22-161AS, X-22-161A, X- 
22-161 B. KF-8012 (above-described marks are trade names, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.). 
[0056] As commercially available products of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) represented by the general for- 
mula (II), examples the organic modified polysiloxane (B) in which X 3 is a group represented by the general formula (a) 
include one terminal epoxy modified dimethylpolysiloxanes such as X-22-173DX (trade name, manufactured by Shin- 
Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.). 

[0057] As commercially available products of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) represented by the general for- 
mula (III), examples the organic modified polysiloxane (B) in which X 4 is a group represented by the general formula (a) 
include side chain epoxy modified dimethylpolysiloxanes such as SF841 1 , SF8413 (above-described marks are trade 
names, manufactured by Dow Corning Toray Silicone Co., Ltd.), KF-1001, KF-101 (above-described marks are trade 
names, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.). 

[0058] Examples the organic modified polysiloxane (B) in which X 4 is a group represented by the general formula (b) 
include side chain alicyclic epoxy modified dimethylpolysiloxanes such as BY1 6-839 (trade name, manufactured by 
Dow Corning Toray Silicone Co.. Ltd.), KF-102 (trade name, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.). 
[0059] Examples the organic modified polysiloxane (B) in which X 4 ts a group represented by the general formula (c) 
include side chain carboxyl modified dimethylpolysiloxanes such as SF8418 (trade name, manufactured by Dow Corn- 
ing Toray Silicone Co.. Ltd.), X-22-3701E (grade name, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.). 
[0060] Examples the organic modified polysiloxane (B) in which X 4 is a group represented by the general formula (e) 
include side chain amino modified dimethylpolysiloxanes such as BY16-828, BY16-859 (above-described marks are 
trade names, manufactured by Dow Corning Toray Silicone Co, Ltd.). KF-864, KF-865. KF-868, KF8003 (above- 
described marks are trade names, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.). 

[0061] In usual, the weigh average molecular weight of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) is preferably from 500 
to 100,000. and more preferably from 1 ,000 to 90,000. When the weigh average molecular weight of the organic mod- 
ified polysiloxane (B) is in the above-described range, the resulting coating film has excellent appearance, and the mar 
resistance, acid resistance re-coating property of the coating film are excellent. 

[Action and mechanism of organic modified polysiloxane (B)] 

[0062] The action and effect of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) in the thermosetting powder paint composition 
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used in the present invention are guessed as follows. 

[0063] By reacting the reactive functional group in the organic modified polysiloxane (B) with the reactive functional 
group in the acrylic copolymer (A) or the curing agent (C) with the aid of heat, a cured coating film is formed in which 
an organic modified polysiloxane (B) is uniformly kept in the film is obtained. Because of the properties of the polysi- 
loxane, the crosslinked coating film is excellent in, particularly, solvent resistance, acid resistance and mar resistance. 
Since the organic modified polysiloxane (B) is taken into three-dimensional network structure due to curing with heat- 
ing, compatibility thereof is maintained, and extreme localization of a polysiloxane skeleton on the surface of a coating 
film are prevented. 

[0064] Further, when the reactive functional group in the organic modified polysiloxane (B) conducts crossiinking 
reaction with the acrylic copolymer (A) or the curing agent (C) and is taken into three-dimensional network structure in 
temperature increase in baking, inner plasticization occurs, the melt viscosity of a paint decreases, and the smoothness 
of a coating film is improved. 

[0065] When there is used a polysiloxane having no functional group which can react with the reactive functional 
group in the acrylic copolymer (A) or the curing agent (C). the compatibility of the polysiloxane with the acrylic copoly- 
mer (A) or the curing agent (C) is insufficient at the time of heat curing because the polysiloxane has no functional group 
which can react with the reactive functional group in the acrylic copolymer (A) or the curing agent (C). Therefore, 
appearance (transparency and smoothness) of clear coating , solvent resistance and recoating property of the resulting 
coating film decrease, though it has excellent acid resistance. 

[Amount used of organic modified polysiloxane (B)] 

[0066] The amount used of the organic modified polysiloxane in the thermosetting powder paint composition of the 
present invention is preferably from 0.01 to 2.0 parts by weight based on 100 parts by weight of the acrylic copolymer 
(A). When the amount is over 2.0 parts by weight, there is tendency that the resulting coating film is opaque and trans- 
parency and clear brilliance decrease. When the amount is less than 0.01 part by weight, improve in the acid resistance 
and mar resistance of the resulting coating film becomes insufficient. The amount is preferably from 0.01 to 1.0 parts 
by weight. 

[Curing agent (C)] 

[0067] The curing agent (C) used in the present invention is preferably composed of at least one polyvalent carboxylic 
acid-based compound selected from the group consisting of a polyvalent carboxylic acid (d) and a polyvalent carbox- 
ylic anhydride (c2). Examples of the polyvalent carboxylic acid (cl ) and the polyvalent carboxylic anhydride (c2) will be 
described below. 

[Polyvalent carboxylic acid (d)] 

[0068] As the polyvalent carboxylic acid (ct ), any of aliphatic, aromatic and alicyclic compounds can be used. As spe- 
cific examples of the aromatic polyvalent carboxylic acid, for example, isophthalic acid, trimellitic acid are listed, and 
they may be used alone or in combination. As specific examples of the alicyclic polyvalent carboxylic acid, for example, 
hexahydrophthalic acid, tetradrophthalic acid are listed, and they may be used alone or in combination. Further, poly- 
ester resins and the like having a carboxyl group can also be used. 

[0069] In the present invention, use of the aliphatic polyvalent carboxylic acid is preferable in the points of the prop- 
erties of a coating film such as smoothness and weather resistance. 

[0070] The concept of the term "aliphatic'* used in the present specification include not only aliphatic in a sense but 
also alicyclic having substantially low aromatic content. Namely, the concept of this term "aliphatic" compound include 
also a group of compounds having substantially low aromatic content, containing in the molecule a divalent hydrocar- 
bon atom containing at least one carbon atom, specifically, not only aliphatic groups in a narrow sense but also alicyclic 
groups having substantially low aromatic content, groups obtained by combination thereof, or also a group of com- 
pounds containing in the molecule a divalent residue in which these are bonded by a hydroxy! group, nitrogen, sulfur, 
silicon, phosphorus and the like, more specifically, also a group of compounds containing in the molecule a moiety 
obtained by substituting the above-described groups with an alkyl group, cycloalkyl group, ally I group, alkoxyl group, 
cycloalkoxyl group, aliyloxyl group, halogen (eg. F, CI and Br) group and the like. By suitable selection of these substit- 
uents, various properties (eg. heat resistance, toughness, decomposing property and strength) of the copolymer used 
in the present invention can be controlled. The concept of the term "aliphatic" used in the present specification include 
not only one kind of compound but also combination of two or more compounds. 
[0071 ] Examples of this aliphatic polyvalent carboxylic acid will be described. 

[0072] The aliphatic polyvalent carboxylic acid is not particularly restricted providing it is an aliphatic compound hav- 
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ing substantially at least two carboxyl groups in the molecule, and one or more of the can be used. Especially, aliphatic 
dicarboxyiic acids having 8 to 20 carbon atoms are preferred. 

[0073] Specific examples of aliphatic dicarboxyiic acids include sebacic acid, undecanedioic acid, dodecanedioic 
acid, brassiiic acid, eicosanedioic acid and octadecanedioic. Among them, sebacic acid, dodecanedioic acid, brassilic 
acid and eicosanedioic acid are oreferable, and dodecanedioic acid is more preferable They may be used alone or in 
combination. 

"[0074] When aromatic content increases, the properties of a coating film such as smoothness, impact resistance and 
weather resistance deteriorate. 

[Polyvalent carbcxylic anhydride (c2)] 

[0075] The concept of terms "anhydride", "anhydride group", "anhydride bond" and "polyanhydride" used in the 
present specification also include concepts regarding words described in the clause "polyanhydride" in "MAZUREN pol- 
ymer large dictionary - Concise Encyclopedia of Polymer Science and Engineering (Kroschwitz ed., Wataru Mita super- 
vised and translated. MARUZEN, Tokyo, 1994)" pp. 996 to 998. The concepts of terms "acid anhydride" and "anhydride" 
used in the present specification are mutually equivalent concepts, and the concepts of terms "acid anhydride" and 
"anhydride" used in the specification of the instant application also include concepts described in the clause "acid anhy- 
dride" described in Chemical Large Dictionary vol. 3 (published by Kyoritsu publication, 1963). pp. 996 left column to 
997 right column. 

[0076] In the present invention, liner aliphatic polyvalent carboxylic anhydrides are preferred from the viewpoint of 
crosslinking effect and the like. Examples of this polyvalent carboxylic anhydride will be described below. 
[0077] The aliphatic polyvalent carboxylic anhydride is a linear dimer or more, oligo or poly-aliphatic acid anhydride 
substantially having in the molecule a carboxyl group or no carboxyl group.-and is not particularly restricted providing it 
is a compound having at least two carboxyl groups and/or acid anhydride groups substantially existing in the molecule, 
and one or two or more them can be used. 

[0078] In the specification of the instant application, the concept of the term "linear" include not only liner but also the 
case in which a liner diner or more, oligo or poly-aliphatic acid anhydride forms a macrocycle performing the same effect 
as a linear compound. 

[0079] As an example of the aliphatic polyvalent carboxylic anhydride, a liner potycondensate is listed obtained by 
dehydration condensation of one or two or more aliphatic dicarboxyiic acids. For example, the liner polycondensate 
obtained by dehydration condensation of one aliphatic dicarboxyiic acid, are represented by the following general for- 
mula. 

HO-[OC(CH 2 ) m COO] n -H 

wherein m is a narutal number of 1 or more, n is a natural number of 2 or more, and preferably, m is not more than 30). 
[0080] As specific examples of the linear aliphatic dicarboxyiic anhydride (c2). linear dehydrated condensates of the 
above-described aliphatic polyvalent carboxylic acid (d) are listed. Among them, a linear diner or more, oligo or poly- 
aliphatic acid anhydride of at least one compound selected from the group consisting of sebacic acid, dodecanedioic 
acid, brassilic acid and eicosanedioic acid ispreferable. and a linear dehydrated condensated of dodecanedioic acid is 
more preferable. 

[0081] As other specific examples of the polyvalent carboxylic anhydride (c2). modified polyacidahydrides such as 
dicarboxyiic (poly)anhydrides modified with a polyisocyanate described in EP-A No. 695,771. polyol-modrfied polymer 
polyacidandrides described in EP-A No. 299,420 also can be suitably used. 

[0082] As the polyvalent carboxylic anhydride (c2), commercially available polyvalent carboxylic anhydrides can also 
be suitably used. As specific examples of these commercially available polyvalent carboxylic anhydrides "Additol 
VXL1381" (trade name, manufactured by Vianova Resins GmbH), "PS-AH" (trade name, manufactured by Okamura 
Seiyu K.K.) are listed. 

[0083] The polyvalent carboxylic anhydride (c2) is preferably controlled so that the melting point thereof is in the range 
from 40 to 170°C. When the melting point of the polyvalent carboxylic anhydride (c2) is in the above-described range, 
appearance of a coating film is excellent, and at the same time, blocking property of a powder paint is excellent. 

[Crosslinking bond formation by aliphatic dicarboxyiic anhydride] 

[0084] When a cyclic anhydride of a polyvalent carboxylic acid such as succinic anhydride and phthalic anhydride is 
reacted with an epoxy group in the acrylic copolymer (A) component, effect for crosslinking a plurality of the acrylic 
copolymer (A) molecules is low, since the anhydride has high possibility to be reacted only with an epoxy ring of a spe- 
cific glycidyl group of the (a2) molecule. 
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[0085] On the other hand, when a (co)polycondensate of an aliphatic dicarboxyiic acid is reacted with en epoxy group, 
the chemical properties of a coating film such as solvent resistance . acid resistance and the like are improved, since 
the (co)polycondensate is cleaved at anhydride group portion to form a plurality of fragments, and all of the are reacted 
with epoxy groups in separate acrylic copolymers (A), and effect for crosslinking a plurality of acrylic copolymers (A) is 
5 manifested. 

[Amount used of curing agent (C)] 

[0086] The amount used of the curing agent (C) is preferably from 5 to 60 parts by weight, and more preferably from 
j o 15 to 50 parts by weight based on 100 parts by weight of the acrylic copolymer (A). 

[0087] Regarding equivalent ratio, the total equivalent of functional group (carboxyl group and/or acid anhydride) in 
curing agent (C) per one equivalent of epoxy group in the acrylic copolymer (A) is preferably from 0.5 to i .5 equivalent, 
and more preferably from 0.7 to 1.2 equivalent. 

[0088] When the amount of curing agent (C) or the equivalent ratio of functional group in the curing agent (C) is in the 
>5 above-described range, the properties of a coating film such as appearance, solvent resistance and mar resistance are 
improved. 

[Melting point of curing agent (C)] 

20 [0089] The melting point of curing agent (C) is preferably from 40 to 1 70 3 C. Use of the curing agent (C) having a melt- 
ing point of 40°C or more, gives more excellent results in the storage stability of a powder paint. On the other hand, used 
of the curing agent (C) having a melting point of 1 70°C or less, gives more excellent results in flowability with heating in 
baking of a paint the smoothness of the resulted coating film and the like. 

25 [Additives] 

[0090] In the method of the present invention, various additives usually added to a paint are added. 
[0091] That is, a synthetic resin composition such as an epoxy resin, polyester resin and poiyamde; a natural resin or 
semisynthetic resin composition such as fibrin and fibrin derivative can be suitably compounded, according to the 
30 object, to the thermosetting powder paint composition of the present invention to improve the appearance or physical 
properties of a coating film. 

[0092] To the thermosetting powder paint of the present invention, additives such as a curing catalyst, pigment, lev- 
eling agent, thixotropy regulator, static charge regulator, surface regulator, gloss agent, blocking inhibitor, plasticizer. 
ultraviolet ray absorber, inflation iniibitor (degassing agent), coloration inhibitor and antioxidant may also be appropri- 
35 atety compounded according to the object. Further, a small amount of pigment may be compounded in the case of use 
of a clear coat, for coloration to an extent wherein opacifying effect is not completely manifested. 
[0093] Ordinary, the term "powder paint composition" means a composition which is containing the curing agent (c) 
and is used for powder paint as it is. However, the "powder paint composition" of the present invention include not only 
such composition, but also resin component for powder paint which is a material before being added curing agent (c). 
40 [0094] A method for producing the thermosetting powder paint composition of the present invention (compounding 
method of a composition) is not particularly restricted proving it is a method which can compound the acrylic copolymer 
(A), organic modified polysiloxane (B) and curing agent (C) so as to obtain desired ratio, and known or public-used 
methods can be adopted. For enhancing dispersing property of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) component, there 
can also be adopted a method in which the organic modified polysiloxane (B) is previously dispersed in the acrylic 
45 copolymer (A) or curing agent (C) component by melting. 

[0095] As specific examples of the method for producing the thermosetting powder paint composition of the present 
invention, there are listed methods in which kneading machines such as a roll, kneader, mixer (eg. Banbury type and 
transfer type), calender apparatus and extruder are appropriately combined, conditions for processes (temperature, 
melt or non-melt, rotation, vacuum atmosphere and inert gas atmosphere)' are appropriately set. and fully uniform mix- 
so ing is conducted. Thereafter, a powder paint in the form of a uniform fine powder can be obtained using a grinding 
machine and the like. However, the present invention is not limited to them. 

[0096] Further, as an embodiment of the compounding and kneading process in which additives and the like are 
added to the thermosetting power paint composition of the present invention, if additives such as a blocking inhibitor, 
surface regulator, plasticizer, static charge regulator, pigment, filler and thickening agent are optionally added to the 
55 acrylic copolymer (A), organic modified polysiloxane (B) and curing agent (C), and then they are sufficiently melted and 
kneaded by a melting and kneading apparatus at a temperature in the range preferably from 40 to 130°C, more prefer- 
ably from 60 to 130°C and then cooled, there is obtained the thermosetting powder paint composition of the present 
invention in which the additives are compounded. When this composition is uniformly ground thereafter to suitable par- 
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tide size (usually. 150 mesh or less), a powder paint in the form of a fine powder is obtained As this melting and knead- 
ing apparatus, usually, a heat roll, heat kneader and extruder can be used. 

[0097] As a specific example of a method for coating a thermosetting powder paint composed of the composition of 
the present invention, there is listed, for example, a method in which the thermosetting powder paint is allowed to 
adhere to the object by a coating method such as electrostatic coating method and flow immersion method .and the 
paint is heated to be thermally cured to form a coating film. Eaking for this thermal setting is usually conducted at a tem- 
perature of about T00°C to about 200°C. preferably about 120°C to about f80*C for usually about 10 minutes to about 
60 minutes. By this baking procedure, the acrylic copolymer (A), organic modified polysiloxane (B) and curing agent (C) 
are crosslinked. After this baking, when the crossiinked product is cooled to room temperature, a cured coating film hav- 
ing excellent properties is obtained. 

[0098] The thermosetting powder paint composition of the present invention is very useful particularly for top coating 
used on the body or parts of, for example, an automobile because the composition has the excellent properties as 
described above. Especially, the composition is very useful for a method in which the body or parts of an automobile is 
top-coated using a thermosetting powder paint composed of the composition of the present invention, a method in 
which a thermosetting powder paint composed of the composition of the present invention is coated electrostatically as 
a top coat paint on a base-coat paint composed of an aqueous paint containing a pigment of a metallic aqueous paint, 
then, the base-coat paint and the top coat paint are simultaneously baked, and the like. 

[Concept of term "derivative"] 

[0099] The concept of term "derivative" used in the present claims and specification include compounds obtained by 
substituting a hydrogen atom of a specific compound with the other atom or atom group Z. Herein, Z is a monovalent ^ 
hydrocarbon group containing at least one carbon atom, and more specifically, an aliphatic group, alicycric group of : 
which aromatic content is substantially low, group formed by combining them, or may be a residual group formed by 
bonding a hydroxy! group, carboxyl group, amino group, nitrogen, silicon sulfide, phosphorus and the like to them, and 
among them, groups having narrowly defined aliphatic structure are preferable. Z may be, for example, a group derived 
from the above-described groups by substitution with a hydroxy! group, alkyl group, cycloalkyl group, ally! group, alkoxyl 
group, cycloa.lkoxyl group, allyloxyl group, halogen (F, CI. Br and the like) group and the like. By suitably selecting these 
substituents, it is possible to control various properties of a film formed from the powder paint composition of the 
present invention. 

[0100] The following examples and comparative examples further illustrate the present invention specifically, however, 
these examples and comparative examples are only for helping of understanding of the content of the present invention 
and do not limit the present invention in any way. In the following description, "part" and "%" mean "part by weight" and 
"% by weight" respectively unless otherwise stated. 

[Production Examples 1 to 4: production of acrylic copolymer] 

[0101] First, into a 4-necked flask equipped with a stirrer, thermometer, reflux condenser and nitrogen introducing 
tube, xylene was charged as an organic solvent, and heated up to reflux temperature with stirring. The amount charged 
of xylene was an amount corresponding to-56.7 parts by weight based on the total weight of the monomers charged 
later. Then, t-butyl-peroxy-2-ethylhexanoate (tradename: Perbutyl O. manufactured by NOF Corp.) as a radical polym- 
erization initiator in an amount shown in Table 1 was dissolved in monomers shown in Table 1 . The mixture solution was 
dropped over the period of 5 hours, further, 0.5 parts of Perbutyl O was dropped thereafter, and the mixture was kept at 
100°C for 5 hours. A solid acrylic copolymer (Production Examples 1 to 4) was obtained by removing a solvent of the 
resulted polymer solution with heating under reduced pressure. The physical properties of the resulted acrylic copoly- 
mer (Production Examples 1 to 4) were analyzed by the following method, and the results are also shown in Table 1. 

Q) Glass transition temperature (Tg): 

[0102] It was calculated according to the formula of Fox, based on monomer composition. 

(g) Number average molecular weight (Mn): 

[0103] It was measured by GPC using polystyrene as a standard. 

[Production Example 5: production of acrylic copolymer] 

[0104] The same procedure as in Production Example 1 was conducted except that 0.1 part by weight of poiydime- 
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tyisiloxane macro monomer (trade name Silicone Macro Monomer AK-30. manufactured by Toagosei Co., Ltd ) as a 
monomer component was copolymerized together with the monomer (a1) and the monomer (a2). to obtain a solid 
acrylic copolymer (Production Example 5) in which the silicone macro monomer is copolymerized. 

5 [Production Example 6: production of acrylic copolymer] 

[0105] The same procedure as in Production Example 1 was conducted except that 0.1 part by weight of y-methacry- 
loxyprcpyltrimethoxysilane as a monomer component was copolymerized together with the monomer (al ) and the mon- 
omer (a2), to obtain a solid acrylic copolymer (Production Example 6) in which the silicone macro monomer is 
'0 copolymerized. 

[Production Example 7: production of organic modified polysiloxane-containing acrylic copolymer] 

[0106] The same reaction vessel as in Production Example 1 was charged with 667 parts by weight of xylene as an 
; 5 organic solvent. Then, to this was further added 0.1 part by weight of X-22-163A (trade name, manufactured by Shin- 
Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd., both terminals epoxy-modified dimethylpolysiioxane, epoxy equivalent 950 g/eq) as an organic 
modified polysiloxane, and the mixture was heated up to reflux temperature with stirring. 

[0107] Then, 5.0 parts by weight of Perbutyl O was dissolved in monomers shown in Table 1 , the mixture solution was 
dropped over the period of 5 hours, further, 0.5 parts of Perbutyl O was dropped thereafter, and the mixture was kept at 
20 100°C for 5 hours. A solid organic modified polysiloxane-containing acrylic copolymer (Production Example 7) having 
number average molecular weight of 2800 was obtained by removing a solvent of the resulted polymer solution with 
heating under reduced pressure. 

[Production Example 8: production of organic modified polysiloxane-containing acrylic copolymer] 

25 

[0108] The same reaction vessel as in Production Example 1 was charged with 100 parts by weight of xylene, then, 
to this was added 100 parts by weight of the acrylic copolymer obtained in the action Example 1. and mixture was 
heated at 100°C with stirring for uniform dissolution, and, to this was further added 0. 1 part by weight of KF-8012 (trade 
name, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd., both terminals ami no -modified dimethylpolysiioxane, -NH 2 
30 equivalent 2,300 g/eq) as the organic modified polysiloxane, and the mixture was heated to reflux temperature thereof 
with stirring, to disperse the organic modified polysiloxane uniformly. 

[0109] Then, a solvent of the resulted resin solution was reed by heating under reduced pressure, to obtain a solid 
acrylic copolymer (Production Example 8) having number average molecular weight 2900 in which the organic modified 
polysiloxane is modified. 

35 

[Production Example 9: production of acrylic copolymer in which silane compound is modified] 

[0110] The same reaction vessel as in Production Example 1 was charged with 100 parts by weight of xylene. Then, 
to this was added 100 parts by weight of the acrylic copolymer obtained in the Production Example 1. and mixture was 
4G heated at 100°C with stirring for uniform dissolution, and, to this was further added 0.1 part by weight of y-aminopropylt- 
rimethoxysilane, and the mixture was heated to reflux temperature thereof with stirring, to disperse y-aminopropyltri- 
methoxysilane uniformly. Then, a solvent of the resulted resin solution was removed by heating under reduced 
pressure, to obtain a solid acrylic copolymer (Production Example 9) having number average molecular weight 2800 in 
which yaminopropyltrimethoxysilane is contained. 

45 

[Production Example 10: production of linear dodecadedioic acid anhydride (c2)] 

[011 1] Dodecanedioic acid and acetic anhydride (molar ratio 1 :0.8) were charged into a reaction vessel, the mixture 
was heated at 150°C, and reacted for 5 hours with removing acetic acid produced with keeping the system under 
so reduced pressure or vacuum so that acetic anhydride did not flow out of the system. After completion of the reaction, 
cooled immediately, to obtain a white solid [liner dodecanedioic acid anhydride (Production Example 10)]. This com- 
pound had a melting point of about 73 to about 82°C. 

[Examples 1 to 14] 

55 

[0112] The acrylic copolymer (A) produced in Production Examples 1 to 4, organic modified polysiloxane (B) and cur- 
ing agent (C) were mixed in a ratio by weight shown in Table 2 (functional group in curing agent (C)/epoxy group in 
acrylic copolymer (A)=1/1), and to this was added 1 part by weight of TINUV1N144 (trade name, manufactured by Chiba 
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Specialty Chemicals K.K.. photostabilizer), 1 part by weight of benzoin (inflation inhibitor), 2 part by weight ol 
TINUVIN900 (manufactured by Chiba Specialty Chemicals K.K . ultraviolet ray absorber), and only in Examples 12 to 
14, 0.3 parts by weight of tin octanoate (trade name: Neostann U-28. curing catalyst, manufactured by NiTTO KASEI 
Co.. Ltd.). based on 100 parts of the total amount of the acrylic copolymer (A) and the curing agent (C). The resulted 
mixture was dry-blended using a Henschel mixer, then, kneaded (passed) twice using Twinscrew Extruder PCM-30 
(manufactured by ikegai Kthan K.K.) with setting a cylinder temperature at nO°C and a rotation of the screw at 200 rpm. 
The melt kneaded material was cooled, then, finely group by a grinding machine. and~a fraction passed a sieve of T50 
mesh was recovered, to obtain thermosetting powder paints (Examples 1 to 14). 

[Examples 15, 16] 

[01 1 3] The same procedure as in Example 1 was conducted except that the organic modified polysiloxane-containing 
acrylic copolymer obtained in Production Examples 7 and 8 and the curing agent (C) were compounded in a com- 
pounding ratio shown in Table 2. to obtain thermosetting powder paints (Examples 15 and 16). 

[Comparative Example 1] 

[0114] The same procedure as in Example 1 was conducted except that the organic modified polysiloxane was not 
used, to obtain a thermosetting powder paint (Comparative Example 1). 

[Comparative Example 2] 

[0115] The same procedure as in Example 2 was conducted except that the organic modified polysiloxane was not 
used, to obtain a thermosetting powder paint (Comparative Example 2). 

[Comparative Example 3] 

[01 1 6] The same procedure as in Comparative Example 1 was conducted except that 1 part by weight of Resimix RL- 
4 (trade name, manufactured by Mitsui Chemicals, inc.) was added as a leveling agent, to obtain a thermosetting pow- 
der paint composition (Comparative Example 3). 

[Comparative Example 4] 

[0117] The same procedure as in Example 1 was conducted except that 5.0 part by weight of X-22-3701E (trade 
name, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co.. Ltd.) was used as the organic modified polysiloxane (B). to obtain a 
thermosetting powder paint composition (Comparative Example 4). 

[Comparative Example 5] 

[0118] The same procedure as in Example 1 was conducted except that 0.1 part by eight of SF8416 (trade name, 
manufactured by Dow Corning Toray Silicone Co., Ltd.) which is a side chain alkyl modified dimethylpolysiloxane was 
added instead of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) within the claims of the present invention, to obtain a thermoset- 
ting powder paint composition (Comparative Example 5). 

[Comparative Example 6] 

[0119] The same procedure as in Example 1 was conducted except that 0.1 part by weight of KF96H- 10000 (trade 
name, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd., viscosity at 25°C: 10.000 est) which is a polydimethylsiloxane 
carrying no reactive functional group modified was added instead of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) within the 
claims of the present invention, to obtain a thermosetting powder paint composition (Comparative Example 6). 

[Comparative Example 7] 

[0120] The same procedure as in Comparative Example 1 was conducted except that 0.1 part by weight of y-glyci- 
doxypropyltrimethoxysilane was added instead of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) within the claims of the present 
invention, to obtain a thermosetting powder paint composition (Comparative Example 7). 
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[Comparative Example 8] 

[0121 ] The same procedure as in Example 1 was conducted except that 100 parts by weight of the acrylic copolymer 
in which the silicone macro monomer is copolymerised and is obtained in Production Example 5, and 30.9 parts by 
5 weight of dedecadedioic acid as a curing agent was used to obtain a thermosetting powder paint (Comparative Exam- 
pie 8). 

[Comparative Example 9] 

'■o [0122] The same procedure as in Example 1 was conducted except that 100 parts by weight of the acrylic copolymer 
in which the silicone-based monomer (y-methacryloxypropyltrimethoxysilane) is copolymerized and is obtained in Pro- 
duction Example 6, and 31.1 parts by weight of dodecanedioic acid as a curing agent was used to obtain a thermoset- 
ting powder paint (Comparative Example 9). 

f 5 [Comparative Example 10] 

[0123] The same procedure as in Example 1 was conducted except that 100 parts by weight of the y-aminopropyltri- 
methoxysilane modified acrylic copolymer obtained in Production Example 9, and 31.0 parts by weight of dodecanedi- 
oic acid as a curing agent was used to obtain a thermosetting powder paint (Comparative Example 10). 

20 

[Evaluation of Examples and Comparative Examples] 

[0124] A black paint containing polyester-melamine crosslinkage was coated on 0.8 mm thick satin finished steel plate 
which had been treated with zinc phosphate so as to make 20 urn film thickness, then baked at 170°C for 30 minutes, 
25 to prepare a primer-treated steel plate. The thermosetting powder paint prepared in each Examples and Comparative 
Examples was coated electrostatically on this primer-treated steal plate so as to obtain a film thickness of 60 to 70 urn, 
and baked at 150°C for 30 minutes to obtain a coated plate. 
[0125] This coated plate was subjected to the following evaluations. 

so ® Smoothness of coating film: 

[0126] Appearance of a coating film was evaluated with eyes regarding smoothness, and very excellent smoothness 
was represented by ©. excellent by O- s, '9 n * unevenness by . and poor by X. 

35 (2) Clear brilliance of coating film: 

[0127] Appearance of a coating film was evaluated with eyes regarding clear brilliance, and very excellent clear bril- 
liance was represented by ® , excellent by O- slight haze by and poor by X. 

40 (§) Gloss: 

[0128] It was evaluated by measured value of a gloss meter (60° gloss). 
{§) Solvent resistance: 

45 

[0129] The surface of a coating film was rubbed by reciprocation movement of a gauze impregnated with xylene for 
50 times, then, the rubber part was visually observed. Complete no trace was represented by ©, slight trace by O. 
and remarkable trace by X. 

so © Acid resistance (acid rain resistance): 

[0130] The surface of a coating film was spotted with 0.4 ml of a 40 vol% aqueous sulfuric acid solution, left for 20 
minutes in a drier at 6°C, then, the spotted part was washed with was and dried, and the surface condition of the coating 
film was observed visually. Complete no trace was represented by ©, slight trace by O. remarkable trace by _. and 
55 etching on the whole surface by X. 



EP 0 897 962 A1 



(§) Mar resistance: 

[0131] A mar test was conducted in which the surface of a coating film is rubbed with a brush using a 3% cleanser 
suspension solution, and gloss (20° gloss) was evaluated before and after the rubbing, and gloss retention was calcu- 
lated. A coating film having a gloss retention of 60% or more can be judged as a coating film having very excellent mar 
resistance to be represented by ©; one having a gloss retention of not less than 50%£nd less than 60% can.,De judged 
as one having excellent mar resistance to be represented by Q \ one having a gloss retention of less than 50% should 
be judged as one having insufficient mar resistance to be represented by X. 

@ Weather resistance: 

[0132] A coating film was irradiated for 2,000 hours using a GUV tester, and gloss at 20° before and after this irradi- 
ation was evaluated, and gloss retention at 20° was calculated. The gloss retention was calculated according to the fol- 
lowing formula. 

Gloss retention [%] = (20° gloss after irradiation) ± (20° gloss before irradiation) x 100 
[0133] A gloss retention of 80% or more was represented by ©, 70 to 80% by Q. and 70% or less by X. 
(§) Storage stability of powder paint: 

[0134] A powder paint composition was stored for 30 days in a thermostat at 30°C. Then, this powder paint composi- - 
tion was molded into a 0.3 g pallet of 10 mm0. This pellet was pasted onto a 0.8 mm thick satin finished steep plate * 
which had been treated with zinc phosphate, the plate was kept in vertical position, and kept in atmosphere of 150°C 
for 30 minutes. Flowability with heating in this treatment was measured. Aflowability of the pellet of 100 mm or more 
was represented by O- 20 mm or more and less than 100 mm by less than 20 mm by X 0 

(g) Recoating property: 

[0135] A coated plate which had been baked fa 30 minutes at 1 50°C was further over -baked at the same temperature 
for 30 minutes, then, the same powder paint used for the formation of the coating film of the coated plate was coated 
electrostatically, and baked for 30 minutes at 150°C. This test coating film was subjected to adherence test of 2 mm 
width and 10x10, after this test, the number of scares remined without releasing was shown. Completely no releasing 
recognized was represented by 100. and the coating film was judged to have excellent re-coating property, and com- 
plete releasing was represented by 0. and the coating film was judged to have insufficient re-coating property. 
[0136] The evaluation results of coating films obtained by the above-described methods are shown in Tables 3 to 5. 
Examples 1 to 16 relates to compositions in which the kind and combination of structural elements are changed within 
the range of the present invention. Comparative Examples 1 to 10 relates to compositions in which the kind and com- 
bination of structural elements are out of the range of the present invention, to be compared with the compositions of 
the present invention. 

[01 37] As is apparent from the evaluation results in Examples 1 to 1 6, the compositions of the present invention man- 
ifest simultaneously excellent properties regarding ail evaluation items © to (§). 

[0138] Comparative Examples 1 and 2 show examples of powder paint compositions which did not use the organic 
modified polysiloxane (B), and the smoothness, acid resistance and mar resistance of the coating film are poor. 
[0139] Comparative Example 3 shows an example in which the organic modified polysiloxane (B) was not used, and 
an acrylic leveling agent having low Tg was used. In this example, the smoothness of the coating film is excellent as 
compared with Comparative Example 1 , however, improve in the acid resistance and mar resistance of the coating film 
is not sufficient. 

[0140] Comparative Example 4 show an example in which the organic modified polysiloxane (B) was excessively used 
[0141] . In this example, the solvent resistance and re-coating property of the coating film are poor. 
[0142] Comparative Examples 5 and 6 show examples in which a polysiloxane having no reactive functional group 
out of the claims of the present invention was used. In these examples, the mar resistance, acid resistance and re-coat- 
ing property of the coating film are poor. 

[0143] Example 7 shows an example in which 0.1 part by eight of y-g|ycidoxypropyltrimethoxysilane was added 
instead of the organic modified polysiloxane (B) within the claims of the present invention. In this example, the acid 
resistance and mar resistance of the coating film and the storage stability of the powder paint are poor. 
[0144] Comparative Example 8 shown an example in which an acrylic copolymer in which a silicone macro monomer 
is copolymerized was used. In this example, improvement in the recoating property of the coating property is insuffi- 
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cient. 

[0145] Comparative Example 9 shown an example in which an acrylic copolymer in which a silicone-based monomer 
(y-methacryloxypropyltrimethoxysilane) is ccpolymerized was used. In this example, the mar resistance and acid resist- 
ance of the coating film and the storage stability of the paint are poor. 

[0146] Comparative Example 10 shown an example in which an acrylic copolymer in which y-aminopropyitrimethox- 
ysilane is modified was used. In this example, the mar resistance and acid resistance of the coating film and the storage 
stability of the paint are poor. 



Table 1: Acrylic Copolymers in Production Examples 1 to 6 





Production Exant 


pie 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


Elements Constituting 
Copolymer 


Monomer (al) 


QtA. 


40.0 


55.0 


40.0 


28.5 


40.0 


40.0 


Monomer (a2) 


(D 
<2> 
© 


ST 
MMA 
nBMA 
2EHMA 


10.0 
39.3 
10.7 


20.0 
20.0 
5.0 


25.0 
12.0 

23.0 


15.0 
34.0 
22.5 


10.0 
39.3 
10.7 


10.0 
39.3 
10.7 


Silicone Macro 
Monomer 


AK-30 










0.1 




Silicon Con- 
taining Monomer 


y-MPMS 












0.1 


Polymerization 
I nitiator 


PB-0 


5.0 


4.7 


4.5 


5.0 


5.0 


5.0 


Physical 
Property 


Tg(^C) 


70 


65 


48 


65 


70 


70 


Number Average Molecular 
Weight (Mn) 


2800 


3000 


3200 


2800 


2900 


2900 



•Monomer (al) <24A; glycidyl methacrylate 

•Monomer (a2) (D ST; styrene, @ MMA; mthyl methacrylate, 

(D nBMA; n-butyl methacrylate, 

® 2EHMA; 2-ethylhexyl methacrylate 
•Polymerization initiator PB-O; t-butyl peroxy-2-ethylhexanoate 
•Silicone macro monomer AK-30; slicone macro monomer AK-30 (trade 

name, manufactured by Toagosei Co., Ltd., Mn=30,000) 
• Silicon containing monomer r-MFMS; r -methac ry loxypropy 1 tr i - 

methoxysilane 
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Table 2: Paint Compositions in Examples 





Acrylic 
Copolymer (A) 


Organic Modified 
Polys iloxane (B) 


Curing Agent 
(C) 




1 
J. 


Pm Pv 1 
SrL\J . La • X 


i no 




n l 








£. 








-U.J. 


UUn. 






-3 
J 


Prn P y ^ 






U.J. 


UUn 








p T~r^ Pv A. 


100 


X-22-3701E 


n i 




ZZ • U 




5 


Pro . Ex . 1 


100 


X-22-3701E 


0.8 


DDA 


30.9 


6 


Pro . Ex . 1 


100 


X-22-3701E 


0.025 


DOA 


30.9 


— < 

a 


7 


Pro . Ex . 1 


100 


SF8411 


0.1 


DDA 


30.9 




8 


Pro . Ex . 1 


100 


BY16-750 


0.1 


DDA 


30.9 


X 

u 


9 


Pro . Ex . 1 


100 


KF102 


0.1 


DDA 


30.9 




10 


Pro. Ex.1 


100 


X22-173DX 


0.2 


E>DA 


30.9 




11 


Pro. Ex. 1 


100 


KF8012 


0.1 


DDA 


30.9 




12 


Pro . Ex . 1 


100 


X22-370LE 


0.1 


Pro. Ex. 9 


44.3 




13 


Pro. Ex. 1 


100 


X22-3701E 


0.1 


VXL1381 


46.2 




14 


Pro. Ex.1 


100 


X22-3701E 


0.1 


LS2125 


44.3 




15 




Pro. Ex. 6 100 




DDA 


31.0 




16 




Pro. Ex. 7 100 




DDA 


30.8 



•X-22-3701E; side chain carboxyl modified dimethylpolys iloxane 

(trade name, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., 
Ltd. ) 

•SF8411; side chain epoxy modified dimethylpolys iloxane (trade 
name, manufactured by Dow Corning Tbray Silicone Co., 
Ltd. ) 

•BY16-750; Both tentiinals carboxyl modified dimethylpolys iloxane 

(trade name, manufactured by Dow Corning Toray Silicone 
Co., Ltd.) 

•KF-102; side chain alicyclic epoxy modified dimethylpolys iloxane 
(trade name, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., 
Ltd.) 

•X-22-173DX; One terminal epoxy modified dimethylpolys iloxane (trade 
name, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd.) 

•KF8012; Both tentiinals amino modified dimethylpolys iloxane 
(trade name, manufactured by Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., 
Ltd.) 

• DDA; Dodecanedoic acid 

•VXL1381; Additol VXL1381 (trade name, manufactured by Vianoa Res- 
ins GmbH, aliphatic polyacidanhydride) 

•LS2125; Crelan LS2125 (trade name, manufactured by Bayer, ure- 
thane-modif ied polyacidanhycride) 
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Table 3 



Evaluation Results 1 in Examples 
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Table 4 



Evaluation Results 2 in Examples 
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Evaluation Results in Comparative Examples 
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Table 5 (continued) 
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Claims 

1 . A thermosetting powder paint composition for top coating comprising: 

20 

100 parts by weight of an acrylic copolymer (A) obtained by polymerization in a reaction system containing a 
monomer (al ) having at least one radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond and at least one epoxy group in one 
molecule and a monomer (a2) having at least one radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond and no epoxy group I 
in one molecule, and 

25 0.01 to 2.0 parts by weight of an organic modified polysiloxne (B) having at least one functional group, at least 

two silicon atoms, and no radical-polymerizable unsaturated bond in one molecule, 

wherein the component (B) is contained in the condition that a part or all thereof has reacted and bonded with 
the component (A) or all thereof has not reacted with the component (A). 

so 2. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 1 , further comprising 5 to 60 parts by weight of a 
curing agent (C) composed of at least one polyvalent carboxylic acid-based compound selected from the group 
consisting of a polyvalent carboxylic acid (d) and a polyvalent carboxylic anhydride (c2). 



3. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 2, wherein the functional group of the organic 
25 modified polysiloxane (B) is a group having reactivity to the acrylic copolymer (A) or the curing agent (C). 

4. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 2. wherein the component (B) is contained in the 
condition that a part or all thereof has reacted and bonded with the component (A) or the component (C). 

40 5. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 1 , wherein the component (B) is contained in the 
condition that all thereof has not reacted with the other components. 

6. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 1 , wherein the organic modified polysiloxane (B) 
includes at least one organic modified polysiloxane represented by any of the following general formulae (I), (II), 
45 (III) and (IV): 



50 



R3 
I 

x 1_r1_s i -< 
I 

R4 



0--S i - 




wherein the formula (I), X 1 and X 2 are a group represented by any of the following general formulae (a) to (f) 
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-Ra-CH-CH? 

\ / 

o 



(a) 



-Rb- 




(b) 



-Rc-COOH 



(c) 



-Rd-OH 



(d) 



-Re-NH2 



(e) 



-Rf 



(f) 



-H 



(g) 



wherein formulae (a) to (f), Ra, Rb, Rc, Rd and Re represent a direct bond, alkylene group having i to 8 car- 
bon atoms, phenylene group, alkylene group derivative, phenylene group derivative, or hydrocarbon group having 
an ether bond and/or ester bond, and Rf represents an alkyl group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenyl group or 
derivative thereof, 

R 1 and R' represent a direct bond, alkylene group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenylene group or derivative 
thereof. R° to R 8 represent an alkyl group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenyl group or derivative thereof, and nl 
represents a number from 1 to 1,500, 



RlO 

I 

R9-S i - 
I 



O-S 




-"nl 



wherein the formula (II), X 3 is a group represented by any of the above-described general formulae (a) to (e), R 9 to 
R 3 represent an alkyl group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenyl group or derivative thereof. R 15 represents a direct 
bond, alkylene group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenylene group, alkylene group derivative, phenylene group 
derivative, or hydrocarbon group having an ether bond and/or ester bond, and n2 represents a number from 1 to 
1,500, 
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Ri8 R 20 
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xl 
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R26 

L I 
X4 



R23 



S i -O S i -R25 (HI) 



R24 



yi 



wherein the formula (III), X 4 is a group represented by any of the above-described general formulae (a) to (e), R' 7 
to R 25 represent an alkyl group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenyl group or derivative thereof, R 25 represents a 
direct bond, alkylene group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenylene group, alkylene group derivative, phenylene 
group derivative, or hydrocarbon group having an ether bond and/or ester bond, xl represent a number from 1 to 
1 .300, and yi represents a number from 1 to 200. 



R 30 



X 5_ R 27_ S i-o— S i-O 



R 31 



R32 



R 33 



J x2 



R 34 



R29 

I 

X? 



R35 



Si-0 Si-R^-X 6 (IV) 



R 36 



y2 



wherein the formula (IV). X s . X 6 and X 7 are a group represented by any of the above-described general formulae 
(a) to (e). R 30 to R 36 represent an all group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenyl group or derivative thereof. R 27 to 
R 29 represent a direct bond, alkylene group having 1 to 8 carbon atoms, phenylene group, alkylene group deriva- 
tive, phenylene group derivative, or hydrocarbon group having an ether bond and/or ester bond, x2 represent a 
number from 1 to l ,300, and y2 represents a number from 1 to 200. 



The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 1 . wherein the organic modified polysiloxane (B) 
includes at least one organic modified polysiloxane represented by any of the following general formulae (V), (V), 
(VI). (VI-). (VII), (VII ). (VIII). (VIII'), (IX). (X). (XI). (XII), (XIII), (XIV), (XV), (XVI). (XVII). (XVIII), (XiX). (XX). (XXI), 
(XXII), (XXIII). (XXIV). (XXV), (XXVI), (XXVII) and (XXVIII); 
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wherein the formulae (V) to (XXVIil), R each independently represents a direct bond, aikytene group having 1 to 20 
carbon atoms, phenytene group, alkylene group derivative, phenylene group derivative, or hydrocarbon group hav- 
ing an ether bond and/or ester bond, n each independently represents a number from 1 to 1 .500, x each independ- 
ently represents a number from 1 to 1 ,300, and y each independently represents a number from 1 to 200. 



8. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 7, wherein the organic modified polysiloxane rep- 
resented by any of the general formulae (V) to (XII) has an epoxy equivalent from 200 to 5,000. 

9. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 7, wherein the organic modified polysiloxane hav- 
ing a carboxyl group represented by any of the general formulae (XIII) to (XVI) has a carboxyl equivalent from 500 
to 5,000. 

10. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 7, wherein the organic modified polysiloxane 
which is modified with phenol represented by any of the general formulae (XVII) to (XX) has a -OH equivalent from 
1.000 to 5.000. 

11 . The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 7, wherein the organic modified polysiloxane hav- 
ing an amino group represented by any of the general formulae (XXI) to (XXVIII) has a -Nhb equivalent from 500 
to 10,000. 

12. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 1, wherein 0.01 to 1.0 parts by weight of the 
organic modified polysiloxane (B) is contained per 100 parts by weight of the acrylic copolymer (A). 

13. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 1 , wherein the acrylic copolymer (A) is a copoly- 
mer obtained by polymerization in a reaction system containing 15 to 60 parts by weight of the monomer (a1) and 
40 to 85 parts by weight of the monomer (a2) based on 100 parts by weight of the total weight of the monomer (ai) 
and the monomer (a2); and 40 to 85 parts by weight of the monomer (a2) contains i to 30 parts by weight of sty- 
rene and 39 to 55 parts by weight of a (meth)acrylate having a C1 to C12 alkyl group and/or cyclohexyl group. 

14. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 1 . wherein the monomer (a1) includes at least one 
monomer selected from the group consisting of glycidyl (meth)acrylate and p-methylglycidyl (meth)acrylate. 

15. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 2, wherein the amount of the crosslinkable func- 
tional group in the curing agent (C) is from 0.5 to 1 .5 equivalent per one equivalent of the epoxy group in the acrylic 
copolymer (A). 
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16. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 16, wherein the melting point of the curing agent 
(C) is from 40 to 170°C. 

17. The thermosetting powder paint composition according to Claim 16, wherein the polyvalent carboxylic acid (d) is 
5 an aliphatic dicarboxylic acid having 8 to 20 carbon atoms, the polyvalent carboxylic acid anhydride (c2) is a linear 

dimer or more, oligo or poiyacidanhydride derived from dehydration condensation of an aliphatic dicarboxylic acid 
having 8 to 20 carbon atoms. 

1 8. A method for producing a thermosetting powder paint using the composition of Claim 1 , which comprising the steps 

ic of: 

melting and kneading raw materials containing at least the acrylic copolymer (A), organic modified polysi- 

loxane (B) and curing agent (C), and 

cooling and grinding the melted and kneaded material. 

15 

19. The method for producing a thermosetting powder paint according to claim 18, wherein the melting and kneading 
step is conducted at a temperature from 40 to 130°C. 
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